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THE NUNS OF POET ROYAL. 

S0CH of onr readers as were not surprised at our article 
on the Benedictines of St. Manr, in a recent number, in 
whicli we so freely admitted the learning and virtues of 
Mabillon and his colleagues, will probably thank us for 
giving them a little farther respite from the shock of con- 
troversy by a sketch of the remarkable sisterhood whose 
name stands at the head of this article. We trust the 
time is coming wh«i it will no longer create surprise, that 
men engaged in bearing testimony against religious errors, 
should, at the same time, be ready to admit the virtues 
with which those errors are not unfrequently associated, 
and when it will be more generally admitted than it is, 
that true Christianity does not consist in a mere vivid per- 
ception of the faults, and an obtuse blindness to the merits 
of those who differ from ns. We, at least, shall never be 
afraid to do homage to virtue wherever we find it, or to 
indulge a hope that there is a Catholic Church wide enough 
to comprehend within its hmits all who, however widely 
separated in other respects, are earnestly and habitually 
striving, according to the measure of knowledge placed 
wiUiin their reach, to be truly conformed to the will of 
their Heavenly Father, and to have the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ vividly engraven on their hearts. Whoever 
has himself caught any resemblance, however faint and im- 
perfect, of that divine and benignant original, will, we 
think, at the same time, have learnt to recognise as 
brethren all in whom he can discern the same resem- 
blance. 

The stime able writer to whom we acknowledged onr obli- 

fitions when treating of the Benedictines, Sir James 
tephen, has given the following picturesque description of 
the spot in which the heroines of onr present sketch — for such 
they imdonbtedly are— «njoyed the friendship of a Pascal, a 
l>e Saci, and a Tillemont " He whose journey lies from 
Versailles to Chevreuse, will soon find himself at the brow 
of a steep clif t or hollow intersecting the monotonous plain, 
across which he has been passing. The brook which 
irinds through the verdant meadows beneath him, stag- 
nates into a large pool, reflecting the mutilated Gothic 
arch, the water-mill, and the dovecot, which rise from its 
banks ; with the farm-house, the decayed towers, the forest 
trees, and innumerable shrubs and creepers whicli clothe 
the slopes of the valley. 

"Prance has many a lovelier prospect, though this is not 
without its beauty ; and many a field of more heart- stirring 
interest, though this, too, has been ennobled by heroic 
daring ; but through Uie length and breadth of that land of 
tfcivalry and song, the traveller will, in vain, seek a spot so 
■**ed to genius, to piety, and virtue. That arch is all 
which remains of the once-crowded monastery of Port 
EoyaL In those woods Bacine first learned the language — 
uie universal language of poetry ; under the roof of that 
humble farm-house, Pascal, Amauld, Nicole, De Saci, and 
Tillemont, meditated those works which, as long as civlli- 
latiou and Christianity survive, will retain their hold on 
the gratitude and reverence of mankind." 
ti. "?^ "" '*''' interesting spot, in the sixteenth century, 
that Jaqueline Marie AngeUque, granddaughter to M. 



Marion, the advocate-general of Henry IV., presided as 
abbess of the Cistertian Monastery, founded four centuries 
before by Matthien de Marli, on the eve of his departure 
to the conquest of the holy sepulchre.* Endowed with 
a superior understanding, address, courage, fortitude, and 
self-reliance, the Mere Angelique would, nevertheless, 
perhaps, have enjoyed much less remarkable influence 
over the minds of all with whom she came in contact, 
but that bom in the reign and educated near the court of 
a Bourbon, the lighter and more gentle elements of her 
nature found exercise even under the paralyzing influence 
of an ascetic life. Had she not been immured by snper- 
stition within a cloister, but placed within the genial 
atmosphere of the domestic circle, the aifections which she 
poured out on every human being who claimed her pity, 
would have burned with as pure and intense a flame as 
ever was draicted in poetry or romance. During the 
wars of the League, religion, by becoming a watchword, 
had almost ceased to be a reality ; and few things, at the 
time Angelique became the Abbess of Port Royal, were 
less thought of by the French ladies of the Cistertian order, 
than the rules of their austere founder. Civil war, the 
apology for every crime, had debased the national charac- 
ter ; and the general profligacy of manners had not been 
excluded from the precincts of the cloister. 

To reform these scandals at Port Royal, and the neigh- 
bouring Abbey of Maubisson (in which Angelique also 
laboured for five years to bring back its inmates to the 
exact observance of their sacred tows), this remarkable 
woman devoted herself with an energy and a wisdom 
which have seldom been surpassed ; and Port Royal was 
once more a sanctuary, whence the sacrifices of devotion 
rose with an unextinguished flame to heaven, thence, as it 
was piously believed, to draw down an unbroken stream of 
blessings upon earth. The nuns employed themselves in 
educating the children of the rich and the poor, in alms- 
giving and other works of mercy. Nor did her benevolent 
labours end there. Aided by her sister, Agnes the Abbess 
of St. Cyr, Angelique established a similar reform in a 
large proportion of the other Cistertian nunneries of France. 
A moral plague was stayed by their love, their prudence, 
and self-devotion ; and excesses, which even the sensual 
and the worldly condemned, were banislied from the sanc- 
tuaries of religion. In some, the change might, indeed, only 
be from shameless riot to hypocritical conformity ; but 
though we are among those who think that even the most 
exalted virtues of the cloister hold but a subordinate and 
equivocal place in the scale of Christian graces, and some 
of the means of reformation introduced by Angelique de 
St. Amauld were certainly but little calculated to attract 
our admiration, yet cannot we withhold the meed of our 
approbation for the pious labours of love of this self-deny- 
ing and energetic woman ; or think they were unaccepted by 
Him, in lowly imitation of whom she went about doing 
good. That she was not free from the "volimtary hu- 
mility" which attached extravagant importance to aus- 
terities, and loathsome self-mortifications, wo cannot 
deny;t but that her heart seems to have been munly 
directed to the Saviour, no one can reasonably doubt. 
In a book of devotion, entitled "The Secret Chaplet of 
the Holy Sacrament," composed or adopted by her for 
private use, she, indeed, gave expression to sentiments 
savouring so much of undivided affection to the Saviour, 
as not to escape the censure of the Church ; for it was 
dragged to light and condemned at Rome. There is 
reason to believe that under the direction of St. Cyran, 
her religious sentiments and those of her whole community, 
became much more enlightened ; and the exalted piety and 
humble faith she manifested on her death-bed, when in 
the midst of exquisite snflierings, and in the absence of the 
last rites of her religion, which her persecutors denied her, 
she expired in the full assurance of salvation through the 
merits of the only Redeemer, form one of the most interest- 
ing episodes in the martyrology of the Church. 
To return, however, to onr subject. The trials of 



* Some say it was founded In 1204 by Eudes de Sully, Bishop of 
Paris. 

t The substitution of coarse serge or haircloth for linen, or the oc- 
casional dropping of melted wax on the bare arms — in wliich mortifying 
exercises the abbess sliowed an example to the rest of the sisterhood — 
are scarcely as extraordinary as that a female brought up in the vici- 
nity of a luxurious court should have ciiosen as her dormitory the 
flltiiiest cell in the conyent, infested by Teimla and everything the 
mcnt Icathwjae. 



' Port Royal were not all of this sort. The wars of the 
I Fronde succeeded ; in the tedious history of which we have 
no intention of involving our readers. Most of the nuns 
, fled for refuge to Paris, where they had another establish- 
ment. Port Royal de Paris. But to one inmate of Port 
Royal des Champs, the terrors of even civil war brought 
no disquietude. Angelique remained there, the guardian 
of the place. Hundreds of ruined peasants were daily fed 
by her bounty. " We are all occupied in contriving soups 
and pottage for the poor (we quote from one of her letters 
to a friend at the time). This is, indeed, an awful time. 
Our gentlemen, as they were taking their rounds yesterday, 
found two poor persons starred to death, and met with a 
young woman on the very point of killing her child, 
because she had no food for it. All is pillaged around ; 
corn-fields are trampled over by the cavalry in presence of 
their starving owners ; despair has seized all whose confi- 
dence is not in God ; nobody will any longer plongh or 
dig ; there are no horses, indeed, left for the farmers ; nor 
if there were, is any person certain of reaping what ho 
sows ; all is stolen. Perhaps I shall not be able to send 
you a letter to-morrow, for all our horses and asses are 
dead with hunger. Oh, how little do princes know the 
detailed horrors of war ! All the provender of the beasts 
we have been obliged to divide between ourselves 
and the starving poor. We have concealed as many 
of the peasants and of theur cattle as we could 
in our monasteries, to save them from being murdered, and 
and losing all their substance. Ourdormitory and the chap- 
ter-house are full of horses ; we are almost stifled by being 
pent up with these beasts, but we could not resist the pierc- 
ing lamentations of the starving and the heart-broken 
poor. In the cellar we have concealed forty cows. Our 
court-yards and out-houses are stuffed full of fowls, turkeys, 
ducks, geese, and asses. The church is piled up to the 
ceiling with com, oats, beans, and peas, and with caldrons, 
kettles, and other things belonging to the cottagers. Our 
laundry is filled by the aged, the blind, the maimed, the 
halt, and infants. The infirmary is full of sick and 
wounded. We have torn up all our r^s and linen clo- 
thing to dress their sores ; we have no more, and are now 
at our wits' end. We dare not go into the fields for any 
more, as they are full of marauding parties. We hear that 
the Abbey of St. Cyran has been bumed and pillaged. 
Our own is threatened with an attack every day. The 
cold weather alone preserves us from pestilence. We are 
so closely crowded fliat deaths happen continually. God, 
however, is with us, and we are at peace." The inward 
peace, however, which Angelique was enabled to maintain 
during the horrors of civil war, was soon to be exposed to 
a still more arduous trial. But to explain this we must 
introduce to otu: readers some other personages, who 
played a considerable part in one of the most remarkable 
episodes to be fotmd in the pages of ecclesiastical 
history. 

Hanranne de Verger, Abbot de St. Cyran, and Corne- 
lius Jansen, successively Professor of Divinity at Louvain, 
and Bishop of Ypres, were two of the most memorable 
names in the ecclesiastical annals of that age. They had 
passed six years of social study together in their youth, at 
Bayonne — and to their joint labours are to be traced that 
system of religious belief and practice, which still goes by 
the name of Jansenism in France. Jansen's hfe was one 
of imremitting labour. He read ten times over every word 
of the works of St. Augustine (ten volumes folio !) ; thirty 
times he studied all those passages of them which related 
to what is termed the Pelagian controversy. We are not 
going to inflict on our readers even an outline of that me- 
taphysical contest. Our object is not to maintain or to 
refute the doctrines which he deduced from the writings 
of the Bishop of Hippo, to illustrate which he elaborately 
collated passages from all the Fathers of the Chorcb. We 
are going merely to deal historically with matters of fact — 
and it is as such that we state that after an uninterrupted 
study of twenty years was finished the " Augustinus Cor- 
nelii Jansenii, and on the day which witnessed the comple- 
tion of it, the Cth of May, 1638, the Bishop of Ypres, 
died of the plague which waa then desolating Flanders. 

Within two years after, the " Augustinus" appeared in 
print, and publicly received the approbation of above forty 
learned doctors, and was rapturously welcomed by the 
friends of the author. As its title imports, it was little 
more than a digest of the writings of St. Augustine, and 
though purporting to set forth nothing but wlut was to be 
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foand in the writings of that greatast of *e Fathers, ' 
it at once gave the signal for a contest wliich, for 
nearly serenty years, agitatecl Ae Sorbcmne (the- 
College of Divinity in the University of Paris), and the 
divines of France, in a manner almost unparalleled 
in the annals of the Gallican Church. Though profes- 
sedly written to revive the doctrine of Augustine, the " An- 
gustinus" was felt by the society of the Jesuits as in reality 
an attack upon them under the name of Pelagians. To 
conscious delinquency the language of implied censure is 
often more galling than formal impeachment. And the 
whole efforts of the society were summoned to defeat its in- 
fluence. On the other hand, St. Cyran, who had aided 
largely in the compositiou of this memorable treatise, 
exerted himself with great effect in building up a society 
for the maintenance and propagation of the principles it 
established ; and a college of le.amed men, bound by no mo- 
nastic vows, and living according to no positive rule, Bene- 
dictine, Dominican, or Franciscan, were gradually assem- 
bled at Port Eoyal. Schools for the instruction of youth 
in every branch of literature and science were kept by Laun- 
celot, Nicole, Fontaine, and De Saci. Some laboured at 
translations of the Fathers, and other works of piety. Ar- 
nauld plied his ceaseless toils in logic, geometry, metaphy- 
Bics, and theological debate. Le Maitre, and other emi- 
nent lawyers, addressed themselves to the work of arbitra- 
ting in all the dissensions of the village. From year to 
year, till death or persecution removed them from the 
valley of Port Boyal, the members of this singular asso- 
ciation, though held together by no vows, or governed by 
no common superior, adhered to their design, and lived 
together in unbroken harmony ; all foUomng their respec- 
tive callings ; silent, gi\ave, abstracted, sell-afflicted by 
fastings, watchings, and humiliations — a body of penitents 
on their painful progress through a world which they had 
resolved at once to serve and to avoid. That the immortal 
Pascal and De Saci (the illustrious author of the best 
French translation of the Holy Scriptures), were among 
the number, must for ever shed an undying lustre upon 
this singular association, even among those the most un- 
friendly to some of the austerities they practised. They 
were not, however, long left in peace. 

That St. Cyran was a patron of the fraternity, and that 
Antoine Arnanld, who had so often contended against the 
casuistry, the theology, and the morals of the Jesuits, was 
one of its members, wiis sufficient to draw down upon the 
whole body the direst enmity of that formidable societj'. 
One Brisacier, a Jesuit, led the assault ; followed by Father 
Megnier, who accused the Abbot of St. Cyran and Ar- 
nauld of a conspiracy against the religion of Christ, in 
terms so extravagant that the accusation overstepped the 
bounds of human credulity and refined itself. The mode of 
attack was subsequently changed by Nicolas Cornet, a 
Jesuit and syndic of the faculty, who was the author of the 
far-famed "Five Propositions'' wliich he said vrcTe deduced 
from the " Augustinus" of the Bishop of Ypres, by Amauld, 
and other doctors of the Gallican Church, and by them 
inculcated on their disciples. That these five dogmas, 
lying in the dim regions of psychologiciil divinity, 
on the mystery of Divine grace, were actually to be found 
within the " Augustinus" of Jansenius, was not the ori- 
ginal charge. The propositions were worded by Comet 
with the most artful ambiguity. The phrases were so con- 
trived, as to be capable of two or even three different con- 
structions. * The propositions, thus carefully wori!cd and 
maliciously constructed, were condemned, first by the Sor- 
bonne, and then by Pope Innocent X. (in a Bull, dated 
31st May, 1653), as heretical ; and to the authority of the 
Holy See, Amauld and liis friends, as earnest and submis- 
sive sons of the Church, implicitly bowed. The Pope had 
only as yet pronounced on a matter oi faith ; and those 
who had been brought up to admit his infallibility in such 
matters could not resist the decision, without abandoning 
the Church to which they were sincerely attached. The 
Jansenists unanimously signed thepaper ; each, at the same 
time, adding to his signature a denial, that the propo- 
sitions were in the book of Jansenius. The alleged heresies 
being thus disposed of, one might have supposed the con- 
troversy was happily at an end; but, there still remained 
the question in point of foct. Admitting even that the 
obnoxious propositions were heretical, were they, in point 
oifacty really to be found in the "Augustinus" or not ? 
Amauld ventured to declare that he had studied the book 
from end to end, and could not find them in it. That 
there they were, nevertheless, the Jesuits as strongly as- 
serted. To have quoted, by chapter and page, the alleged 
passages, after the manner, which, in the present day, we 
deem the only One likely to lead to infallible results, would, 
however, have spoiled the most promising quarrel which 
had arisen since the close of the Council of Trent. Still- 
bom must then have perished the ever-memorable dis- 
tinction of the droit and the fait, the dificrenee between 
infallibility in matters of faith, and matters of/act (which 
has since often perplexed and exasperated the comba- 
tants within the pale of the Chwch of Komc)— the droit 
being, in this instance, the justice of the papal censure of 
the five propositions, which all Catholics admitted; the 
fait being the existence, in the "Augustinus," of tlie pro- 

• Those who are cnrioxi3 to understand the matter more fnlly may 
consult, with profit, the able historical introduction of Dr. Thomas 
M'Crle, prefixed to his translation of " PascaPs Proviacial Letters," of 
which the aecond editioa WM pnbliibsd by Jaluut<ni, Prisce'a-street, 
Edioburgb, ia IMS. 



positions so-censured, which all Jansenists denied. The 
vulgar mod».of trial by quotatiun being discarded or re- 
fasei, nothing remained but trial by authority ; and tb* 
Pope, i«stigated by the Jesuits, promidgated aBulI whicb 
d«creed that the five propositions were in the book; and a 
conclave of Parisian doctors, selected by Annat, the king's 
confessor, a Jesuit in religion, .and Mazarin, the king's 
minister, a Jesuit in politics, required that all the ecclesi- 
astics and all the religious communities of France should 
subscribe their assent to the order which had thus fastened 
the offensive opinions on the poor Bishop of Ypres. At the 
bidding of the king, a synod of the clergy of France drew 
up an anti-Jansenist test or formulary, to be taken by all 
ecclesiastics and all religious communities, male and 
fem^e, fortified, of coarse, by effective penalties. They 
were all required to subscribe their names to a declaration, 
that the five propositions, in their heretical sense, were to 
befoundin the Aa(;as(inas; nor was there any exception 
in favour of those who had never seen the book (which, by 
the way, is a most ponderous folio of 900 pages), or of 
those who conld not read Latin. This was no ineffectual 
menace. Blow after blow fell on those who refused, and 
even on those who were expected to refuse, thus to con- 
demn the long deceased Bishop of Ypres. Port Koyal was 
foremost among such obdurate recusants, and the exquisite 
wit and matchless satire of Pascal's Provincial Letters 
has secured an immortal interest to the otherwise con- 
temptible dispute, which lias covered with ridicule no in- 
considerable part of the Christian world at that period; 
Even the fame of Pascal, however, did not avail. The 
schools of Port Boyal, male and female, were dispersed. 
The recluses were banished from the valley, St. Cyran, 
the leader and ornament of the party, languis'ned, for five 
years, in the dungeon of Vincennes, and only survived his 
release by a few months, and the great Amauld, who 
had once refused a cardinal's hat, died in 1C8+, in 
exile, without one sei"vant to attend him.* Tlie admis- 
sion of novices and postulants was interdicted to the 
abbess ; and Angeliqne was now sinking under the pres- 
sure of infirmity and old age. In vain she addressed to 
the Queen Mother a letter, justly celebrated as a model of 
epistolary eloquence, detailing the wrongs of her sister- 
hood, and the cause of their persecution. Day after day, 
these helpless women were torn from the arms of their 
dying mother. M. Perifixe, the Archbishop of Paris, im- 
prisoned twenty-six of them. He then repaired in pon- 
tifical state to the Port Royal monastery, and again ten- 
dered the anti-J.insenist test. Angelique was gone (she 
died on Cth August, 1C61, at the age of 70) ; but her spirit 
and her constancy survived. The simple-hearted nuns 
thought it would be a mere falsehood to attest the exis- 
tence of " five propositions" in a book which they had 
never seen and could not read ; and trath, they knew, was 
the comman* of God, let Pope, cardinal, or archbishop 
say what they would to the contrary. Perifixe inter- 
dicted their admission to the holy sacrament. " Well, my 
lord," they replied, " there is in heaven a judge who reads 
the heart, and to hira we commend onr cause." The pre- 
late's reply was almost too shocking to be repeafed— 
" When we get to heaven it will be time enough to con- 
sider that, and see how things go there." 

For ten months the nuns showed no change of purpose, 
and remained in prison. He then orilered them to return 
to Port Royal des Champs, there to be excluded from the 
sacraments of the Church, and die without her benedic- 
tion. The invincible opposition of the Port Royalists to the 
test had, however, awakened a more extended resistance. 
Men had begun to deny the right of assemblies of the 
clergy, or of the king himself to impose such subscriptions. 
Louis, however, could not retract, and desired the 
Pope himself, first to draw up a formula, which should 
declare his own infallible knowledge of matters of fact, 
and then to require the universal acceptance of it. Pope 
Alexander VII. gladly complied, and fulminated a Bull 
on the IGth November, 1656. Subscription to the test, or 
formulary, as it was called, was now exacted by Papal 
authority, with the addition, that the subscribers should 
call on the Deity himself to attest their sincerity. It was 
conceived in the following tci-ms : — " I condemn, from my 
inmost soul, and by word of month, the doctrine of the five 
propositions, which are contained in the work of Cornelius 
Jansenius. A doctrine which is not that of St. Augustine, 
whose sentiments Jansenius hag misinterpreted." Such 
was the celebrated formulary dictated by the realm, and 
extorted by the intrigues of the Jesuits. The Jansenists, 
to a man, refused their signature, and persecution burst 
forth from every quarter. The great body of the clergy of 
France submitted ; bat still the resistance of the nuns of 
Port Royal was unsubdued. Four years of persecution — of 
mean, unmanly, worrying persecution — followed. From 
the poor remnant of earthly comforts which those 
aged women had retained, the mean-spirited king 
and his bigotted archbishop daily stole whatever 
could be so pilfered. From their means of pre- 
paring for the world where the wicked cease from 
troubling, every deduction was made which sacerdotal 
tyranny could enforce. But no tyranny could induce 

* Even at the risk of InterruptinK our main object, we cannot help 
recording a memorable saying of this indomitable man. Though driveo 
from France and hunted from place to place, he continued to ^ght to the 
last. On one occasion, wishing his friend, Nicole, to assist him in a new 
work, the latter observed, " We are now old ; is it not time to rest?'' 
"Rat," exclaimeil Anuold, " have we not all eternity to rest in ?" 



them to attest a lie. One after another went down, with 
no priestly absolution, to graves which no priest would 
bless ; strong, even amidst the weakness and mental ago- 
nies of nature, in the assurance that the path to heaven 
could not be found in disobedience to the immutable laws 
which heaven itself had established. At last a Papal Btill 
was obtained for the total suppression of the monastery ; 
and in October, 1T09, it wius carried into effect by an armed 
force, under the Marquis D'Argenson. 

In a grey autumnal morning a long file of armed horse- 
men was seen to issue from the woods which overhung the 
monastery. Seated in the abbatial throne, D'Argenson, ia 
the name of Louis, summoned the nuns to his presence. 
Their papers, title-deeds, and property were then seized, 
and proclamation of a royal decree made for their imme- 
diate exile. Each pursued her solitary journey to the 
prison destined for her. Of these venerable women some 
had passed their eightieth year, and the youngest was far 
advanced in life. Labouring under paralysis and other in- 
firmities of old age, several of them died under the distress 
and fatigues of their journey. Last in the number ap- 
peared at the gates of the abbey the Prioress Louise de 
St. Anastasie Mesnail de Courtiaux. To each she had 
given her parting benediction. She shed no tears, nor for a 
moment betrayed tlie dignity of her ofiice or the constancy 
of her mind. " Be faithful to the end," were the last 
words she addressed to the last companion of her sorrows ; 
and nobly did she fulfil her own counsels. She was con- 
ducted to a convent, where she endiured all the rigours of 
a jail. Deprived of all the religious comforts which it is 
in the power of man to ministei', she enjoyed a solace and 
found a strength which it was not in the power of man to 
take away. In common with the greater part of her 
fellow-suH'erers, she died without any priestly absolution, 
and was consigned to an unhallowed grave. They died 
the martyrs of sincerity ; strong in the faith that a lie 
must ever be hateful in the sight of God, though infallible 
Popes should exact it, or an infallible Church, as repre- 
sented by cardinals and confessors, should persuade it. 

The monastery and the adjacent church were over- 
thrown, from their foundations. Workmen, prepared by 
hard drinking for their task, broke open the graves, in 
which the nuns and recluses of former times had been in- 
terred. It is some slight satisfaction to know that some 
families besought permission to remove the bodies of their 
relations, and that the bodies of the Amauld family, of De 
Tillemont, Racine, Le Maitre, and De Saci, were among 
the number removed, and who got decent burial else- 
where. No trace was allowed to remain of the fortress of 
Jansenism to offend the eyes of the Jesuits, or to perpe- 
tuate the memory of the illustrious dead, wth whom they 
had so long contended. The mutilated Gothic arch, the 
water-mill, and the dovecot, rising from the banks of the 
pool, with the decayed towers and the farm-house, on the 
slopes of the valley, are all that now attest that it was 
once the crowded abode of the wise, the learned, and the 
good. In that spot, however, may still be seen tlie wind- 
ing brook, the verdant hills, and the quiet meadows, 
nature's indestructible monuments to the devout men and 
holy women who nurtured there affections which made 
them holy in their lives, and hopes, which rendered them 
triumphant in death. Nor, in her long roll of martyrs, 
has history to record the names of any who suffered with 
greater constancy, or in a nobler cause ; for their conflict 
was with the very Church which they most profoundly re- 
vered, and their cause was that of devotedness to sincerity, 
and abhorrence of falsehood. 



HISTORY OF THE POPES.— Na XL 

THE POPES OP THE TESTH CENTDBV. 

We gave in our last number the history of the mad- 
man. Pope Stephen VI., and his predecessor, Pope For- 
mosus. We promised then to proceed with other instances 
taken from the history of the Popes. 

We are unwilling to be suspected of picking instances 
here and there, however forcible those instances might be. 
We, therefore, adopt a course above all suspicion; we 
take up the history exactly where we dropt it— at the death 
of Pope Stephen VI. ; we begin again with his successor, 
and we propose to continue the history of the Popes for 
ONE HUNDRED TEARS, giving each Pope in regular suc- 
cession; and we take the history from no Protestant 
author, but from the learned Jesuits, Labbe and Cossart, 
in their great work, the " Concilia Generalia ;'' and we 
ask Roman Catholics to consider, when they have read it, 
whether this be the fulfilment of the promises which God 
has made to his Church? 

We must first settle the list of the Popes before we can 
give their history. We take that list from the greatest 
modem authority^ Bishop Milncr, in his " End of Con- 
troversy." 

Bishop Milner thus gives the reasons for tracing the 
succession of the Popes : — 

"If a prince is desirous of showing his title to a tlirone, 
or a nobleman or gentleman his claim to an estate, he fails 
not to exhibit his genealogical table, and to trace his pe- 
digree up to some personage whose right to it was unques- 
tionable. I shall adopt the same precise method on the 
present occasion, by sending your society a slight sketch of 
our apostolical tree ; by which they will see, at a glance, 
an abridgment of the succession of our chief bishops in 



